
Bio-Rad’s ReadiDrop Cell Viability Assays are designed for ease of use in cell sorting 
and cell analysis applications. Excluding dead cells in a flow cytometry experiment 
is critical for accurate result interpretation. When the cell membrane collapses, 
impermeant dyes, such as propidium iodide (PI) and 7-aminoactinomycin D (7-AAD), 
can enter and bind to double-stranded DNA. Simply add one or two drops to assess 
the health of your cells. 

■■ Phosphate buffered saline (PBS) solution is gentle on cells
■■ Room temperature stability allows easy storage
■■ �No weighing, pipetting, and diluting needed  

ReadiDrop™ Cell Viability Assays

Flow Cytometry: Cell Viability Assays

Visit bio-rad.com/web/ReadiDrop1 for more information.

http://bio-rad.com/web/ReadiDrop1
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Ordering Information

Catalog # Description

Maximum 
Excitation,  

nm

Maximum 
Emission, 

nm

Optimal 
Excitation Laser,  

nm

S3e™ 
Cell 

Sorter

ZE5 
Cell 

Analyzer

ZOE™ 
Fluorescent 
Cell Imager

1351101 ReadiDrop Propidium Iodide 538 617 561 or 488 • •

1351102 ReadiDrop 7-AAD 548 648 561 or 488 • •

Each assay includes 3 x 3 ml bottles of ready-to-use reagent suspended in PBS for dead cell exclusion in cell sorting and flow cytometry applications.

Assessment of cell viability using ReadiDrop reagents and the ZE5™ Cell Analyzer. Jurkat cells were heat shocked at 
65°C for 5 min. Cells were washed and resuspended at 2 x 106 cells/ml in PBS. Twenty µl of ReadiDrop Propidium Iodide or 
7-AAD were added to 0.5 ml cells and incubated for 15 min at room temperature in the dark. Cells were washed once in PBS 
prior to acquisition on the ZE5 Cell Analyzer.
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ReadiDrop 7-AAD
�Cell impermeant DNA-binding dye that has a high 
affinity for GC-rich regions of double-stranded DNA.

ReadiDrop Propidium Iodide
�Cell impermeant nucleic acid–binding dye  
that binds to double-stranded DNA/RNA.

Ideal for Cell Sorting and Flow Cytometry

Excitation and emission curves for propidium iodide and 7-AAD.
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