
RAPID'Chromogenic Methods • Water Testing

RAPID'P.aeruginosa Agar for Water Testing 
Reliable Monitoring of Bottled Water 
■■   Easier than conventional methods 
■■ Direct enumeration of Pseudomonas aeruginosa in 22–30 hours;  

 no confirmation required
■■  High enzymatic specificity 
■■ Highly contrasted and very specific colony color for quick and easy reading 
■■  Results certified by NF VALIDATION — alternative method that is comparable 

to the NF EN ISO 16266 standard

Visit bio-rad.com/RAPIDPa for more information. 
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Principle

RAPID'P.aeruginosa is a selective chromogenic culture medium for 
the direct enumeration (without confirmation) of P. aeruginosa using 
the membrane filtration method.

It is particularly suitable for the testing of water for human 
consumption, in particular bottled water and untreated water, such 
as water from wells, lakes, and streams, where the commensal 
water flora are abundant and for which the standard medium is 
nonspecific for P. aeruginosa.

The principle of RAPID'P.aeruginosa medium is based on the 
detection of an enzymatic activity typical of P. aeruginosa. Under 
the enzyme’s action, a specific chromogenic substrate is cleaved, 
leading to the formation of a blue to blue-green precipitate on the 
P. aeruginosa colonies.

The selective mixture inhibits the majority of interfering flora, in 
particular, other species of Pseudomonas. Their colonies appear 
transparent or pigmented yellow and are easily distinguishable from 
those of P. aeruginosa.

Key Benefits
■■   High specificity for direct enumeration of P. aeruginosa
■■ Complete results in 22–30 hr
■■ Reliable results compared to the CN agar method
■■ Good colony color contrast for rapid assessment 
■■ No confirmation step required

Ordering Information
Catalog # Description

3563984 RAPID'P.aeruginosa Agar, ready to use, 55 mm x 20 dishes
3564900 RAPID'P.aeruginosa Agar, dehydrated, 500 g

Detection and Enumeration of P. aeruginosa by  
Membrane Filtration

Certified NF VALIDATION as an alternative method according  
to the NF EN ISO 16266 standard
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Water sample filtration

Enumeration of typical blue to  
blue-green colonies

Membrane

22–30 hr
36°C 
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