
The CFX automation system works with the CFX96 Touch™ and CFX384 Touch™ real-time 
PCR detection systems to enable walk-away, high-throughput operation in a simplified 
format that does not compromise precision. The plug-and-go benchtop plate handler has 
the capacity to stack and load up to 20 PCR plates at a time. This system facilitates the 
automation of workflows, generation of large volumes of data, and rapid data analysis. The 
system is ideally suited to meet the high-throughput requirements of today’s drug discovery 
workflows, letting you process up to 7,680 samples in a single run of twenty 384-well plates on 
the  CFX384 Touch system.

The CFX automation system makes it easy to:
■■ �Maximize laboratory throughput by integrating 1  

CFX96 Touch or CFX384 Touch real-time PCR detection  
system with hands-free running of up to 20 plates

■■ �Improve experimental workflow and automation tasks to  
ensure maximum productivity

■■ Track samples using the integrated bar code reader
■■ �Navigate, set up, and execute multiple PCR experiments using intuitive  

CFX automation control software
■■ Define PCR protocols for an entire plate stack at once
■■ �Receive email notification with an attached data file or report upon completion of a single run

	 CFX Automation System
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Simple Operation and Intuitive Software
CFX automation control software manages the 
configuration and operation of the CFX automation 
system with the CFX96 Touch or CFX384 Touch 
real-time PCR detection system, ensuring maximum 
productivity. The software includes Quick Start and 
Advanced Run Setup options to program your runs.

To get started using the Quick Start option:

1. Select a protocol from the pre-existing list.

2. Select a suitable plate setup.

3. Select the number of plates.

4. Click Start to initiate the automation run.

Ordering Information
Catalog #	 Description

184-5072	 �CFX Automation System, includes robotic plate 
handler, base tray, bar code scanner, CFX automation 
control software CD

185-5196	� CFX96 Touch Real-Time PCR Detection System,  
includes C1000 Touch™ thermal cycler chassis, 
CFX96™ optical reaction module, CFX Manager™ 
software, license for qbasePLUS software, 
communication cable, reagents, consumables

185-5484	 �CFX384 Touch Real-Time PCR Detection System, 
includes C1000 Touch thermal cycler chassis,  
CFX384™ optical reaction module, CFX Manager 
software, license for qbasePLUS software, 
communication cable, reagents, consumables

HSP-3905	� Hard-Shell® Thin-Wall 384-Well Skirted PCR Plates, 
clear shell, white well, bar-coded, 50

HSP-9901	� Hard-Shell Thin-Wall 96-Well Skirted PCR Plates, 
white shell, clear well, bar-coded, 50

Notice regarding Bio-Rad thermal cyclers and real-time systems:
Purchase of this instrument conveys a limited non-transferable 
immunity from suit for the purchaser’s own internal research and 
development and for use in human in vitro diagnostics and all other 
applied fields under one or more of U.S. Patent Numbers 5,656,493; 
5,333,675; 5,475,610 (Claims 1, 44, 158, 160–163, and 167 only); and 
6,703,236 (Claims 1–7 only), or corresponding claims in their non-U.S. 
counterparts, owned by Applera Corporation. No right is conveyed 
expressly, by implication or by estoppel under any other patent claim, 
such as claims to apparatus, reagents, kits, or methods such as 5' 
nuclease methods. Further information on purchasing licenses may be 
obtained by contacting the Director of Licensing, Applied Biosystems, 
850 Lincoln Centre Drive, Foster City, California 94404, USA.

Bio-Rad’s real-time thermal cyclers are licensed real-time thermal  
cyclers under Applera’s United States Patent Number 6,814,934 B1 for 
use in research, human in vitro diagnostics, and all other fields except 
veterinary diagnostics.

Bio-Rad’s real-time thermal cyclers are covered by one or more of the 
following U.S. patents or their foreign counterparts owned by Eppendorf 
AG: U.S. Patent Numbers 6,767,512 and 7,074,367.

Hard-Shell plates are covered by one or more of the following U.S. 
patents or their foreign counterparts owned by Eppendorf AG: U.S. 
Patent Numbers 7,347,977; 6,340,589; and 6,528,302.

Use the Advanced Run Setup option to manage  
different protocols and plate setups within a batch run.

Advanced Run Setup window.

Quick Start window.


