
The ShockPod Shocking chamber is designed to be used with the Gene Pulser Xcell system, the
Gene Pulser II system, and the Micropulser. To use the ShockPod, insert the banana jacks of the
ShockPod into the connectors for the shocking chamber on the electroporator.

Fig. 1.  Connecting the ShockPod to the Gene Pulser Xcell main unit. Note that the jacks of the ShockPod are inserted into
the left and center connectors on the Gene Pulser Xcell.

Operation

The ShockPod is designed for one-hand operation. Press the tab on the front of the chamber to
release the latch and to open the top. Push the top down gently to close the chamber. The safety
design of the system requires that the top be closed for a pulse to be delivered to the electrodes. If
the instrument is pulsed with the lid open, no pulse is delivered to the ShockPod and there is no
danger to the user.

The cuvette slot will accept any standard cuvette. Bio-Rad cuvettes are designed with a notch on
one of the non-electrode sides so they may be inserted into the cuvette slot only in the proper 
orientation.

Fig. 2.  ShockPod with cuvette.
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Maintenance

The plastic panel covering the electrode may be removed for cleaning should the electrode
become dirty.

1. Disconnect the ShockPod from the electroporator.

2. Press the tab to open the chamber.

3. Using a phillips screwdriver, loosen the screw holding the safety panel. Lift the screw and the
safety panel out of the ShockPod by the lip on the front of the panel.

4. The area around the electrodes may be cleaned with a cotton swab and warm, soapy water.
Dry the electrodes using a dry cotton swab or Kimwipe.

5. Reassemble the unit by centering the safety panel on the base of the ShockPod and tightening
the screw.

Fig. 3.  Exploded view of the Gene Pulser Xcell ShockPod.

For a complete Gene Pulser Xcell instruction manual or technical service, call your local Bio-Rad
office or visit our website at www.discover.bio-rad.com.
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