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 Antiphospholipid Syndrome and
Antiphospholipid Antibodies
Antiphospholipid Syndrome (APS) is a term used to describe the

association between clinical syndrome of venous and arterial throm-

bosis, recurrent fetal loss, thrombocytopenia and the presence of 

persistent antiphospholipid antibodies.1,2 Other clinical conditions 

associated with the syndrome include stroke, heart attack, endo-

carditis and hemolytic anemia.3 The syndrome is termed “primary” if 

there is no accompanying autoimmune disease and “secondary” if 

the patient also has Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) or another 

autoimmune disorder.1

Antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) are a family of related but 

distinct autoantibodies of IgG, IgM and IgA classes that are directed 

against anionic phospholipids, phospholipid/protein complexes, and 

protein cofactors in the absence of phospholipid. aPL can be divided 

into the lupus anticoagulants (LA) detected by in vitro clotting tests, 

and antibodies detected by solid-phase enzyme-linked immunosor-

bent assays (ELISA), which include anti-Cardiolipin antibodies (aCL), 

anti-β2 Glycoprotein I antibodies (aβ2 GPI), anti-Phosphatidylserine 

antibodies (aPS), and anti-Prothombrin antibodies (aPT).2,3

 Anti-Cardiolipin Testing
 The aCL assay serves to assist in the diagnosis 

of Antiphospholipid syndrome. This diagnosis 

has important implications for the treatment and 

prediction of recurrent thrombosis and recurrent 

miscarriage.2

The Bio-Rad anti-Cardiolipin Test Kits are

enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays (ELISA) 

for the detection and semi-quantitative determi-

nation of aCL IgG, IgM or IgA antibodies in

human serum or plasma. The results are

reported in GPL, MPL, and APL units that are 

directly traceable to an internationally recog-

nized reference preparation. The Bio-Rad anti-

Cardiolipin Test Kits are intended to be used by 

clinical (hospital and reference) laboratories.

Product Highlights
	•	 Specifi	c	determinations	of	IgG,	IgM

and IgA aCL antibodies

•	 Flexible	multi-point	or	single-point

calibration options

•	 Better	regression	analysis	with	distinct

calibrators

•	 Built-in	quality-control	with	undiluted

controls and calibrators



a u t o i m m u n e  t e s t i n g

Anti-Cardiolipin (aCL)

aPL Testing Algorithm
Antiphospholipid Antibody Screening Procedure

Cut-Off Value
•	 aCL IgG: <23 GPL units        •   aCL IgA: <22 APL units

•	 aCL IgM: <11 MPL units

Ordering Information
Catalog No. Description

425-2000 

425-2020

425-2040

Anti-Cardiolipin IgG Test Kit...........96 tests

Anti-Cardiolipin IgM Test Kit..........96 tests

Anti-Cardiolipin IgA Test Kit...........96 tests
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